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skill. He was an unexpected success as a Cabinet Minister,
has led the Labour handful well in the House, and will
tactfully hold together the various Labour factions in the
country.

Father never stops to ask himself whether he is a
saint or a sinner, a fool or a genius. Nor does he
worry about the sort of figure he will cut as the
result of speech or action. So long as both are in
accord with conscience nothing else matters. Had
this not been so, you could never have discovered
him, in 1932, leader of a party which numbers far
more atheists and agnostics than Christians, writing
a long and passionate letter to The Times, calling
upon all uwho call themselves Christians and really
want to do the will of Christ" to unite in a great
crusade with the object of achieving by "effort and
prayer" a solution of the problem of "preventable
misery and destitution". It was obvious that the
majority of his own party would look with disfavour
upon an attempt to enlist the Church of England in
such a crusade. To them, whatever they may think
of the teachings of the founder of Christianity, the
Church of England itself stands for privilege and
monopoly, riches and power. Besides, apart from
questions of religion, it is unfashionable nowadays
and almost bad taste for a Socialist to let it be known
that he is moved by humanitarian considerations.
To confess oneself unhappy because of the squalor
of the slums or the miseries of the unemployed is
almost indecent. One must have the scientific
outlook, study Karl Marx, and join the increasing